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Effective English Teaching Strategies
for Children with Dydexia

Miss Cheung Fung Ying

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurological in origin. It is
characterized by difficulties with accurate and / or fluent word recognition and by
poor spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit
in the phonological component of language that is often unexpected in relation
to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction
(International DyslexiaAssociation, 2017).

According to Education Bureau (2010), dyslexic children do better in oral than
written expression. They reverse letters or characters or write the “mirror images”
of letters or characters. Moreover, they tire easily and need to make greater effort
in completing reading and writing assignments. They cannot read with fluency,
mispronounce words or forget the pronunciation. Even after making considerable
effort, they cannot spell words.

Learning difficulties of dyslexic children may cause personal frustration,
poor self-esteem and poor behaviour in class. Recent research suggested that early
identification and appropriate intervention improve the prospects of children with
dyslexia, and it is crucial for preventing children who are at risk from becoming
reading disabled or dyslexia (Bishop & Adam, 1990). The aim of this paper is
to share the teaching strategies | have adopted for students with dyslexia. Most
activities are conducted in regular class settings. The short term goal is to increase
students’ phonological and morphological awareness. In the long term, they help
students raise their reading and writing abilities. The activities designed are stated
below:

Activity 1: Syllable Clapping Game

Steps.

1. Teacher demonstrates how to count the syllables of words.

2. Students work in groups to discuss the number of syllables of different words.

3. Students are asked to count the syllables of several vocabulary items in daily
lessons.
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Activity 2: Letter-to-sound correspondences

Steps:

1. Teacher revises the letter sound with students at the beginning of each lesson.

2. Teacher randomly shows flashcards to students and asks them to read the sounds
of the letters.

Activity 3: |dentifying individual soundsin words
Steps:
1. Teacher demonstrates how to identify the individual sounds in words.

eg. 1 /k//i//n//dl, /ear/,
/bl loal 1t/ /sh/ Jowl/,
/b/ lal In/ /a/ In/ /a/, /m/ /a/ In/ /g/ lo/

2. Students are asked to practice the individual sounds in words in daily lessons.

Activity 4: Phoneme substitution activity
Steps:
1. Teacher introduces how to substitute different onsets into the same rime using the
onset and rime cards. With teacher’s demonstration, students try to read the words.
e.g.2 Onset:b,c,f,h,m,t w,st

Rime: -all

2. More onsets and rimes are shown in cards and some non-words are included.
e.g.3 Onset:c,b,s,w,m,f, 1, t, sh, sn
Rime: -ake

e.g.4 Onset:b,l,s,¢c,k,n,r,m,sn,fl
Rime: -ite

Activity 5: Segmentation

Steps:

1. Teacher demonstrates how to segment the words using the ‘Spelling Ladder’.
Through recognizing the structure of words, students are expected to grasp some
spelling rules.

2. Students practice how to segment words. It helps them spell words and improve
their performance in dictation.

e.g. 5 Dic-ta-tion, cor-rec-tion, re-vi-sion, at-ten-tion, in-vi-ta-tion,



tion
ta
vi
in
Spelling L adder

Without the training and practice in phonics in English lessons, students tend to
commit long English words to memory through rote learning. However, rote learning
is not an effective way to learn English. Instead, phonological processing and
alphabetic knowledge are crucial, especially for dyslexia children. Phonics and some
other decoding strategies, such as segmentation, prefix, suffix, root word, should be
taught explicitly and systematically in English lessons. They should be built through
daily activities so that students can internalize the skills and use them automatically.

In fact, activities mentioned above are effective teaching strategies for all
students in class. Teachers should bear in mind that tasks and activities should be
designed in a reasonable level in order to suit the pace and learning capabilities of
children, especially dyslexic children. It is very important to let children ‘taste’ the
feelings of success so as to build their self-esteem.
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The Benefits of Incorporating English
Literature for Children
Into English Language Learning

Miss Sarah

English literature for children is a valuable learning resource for young
learners of English as a second language. Over the years the designation of
children’s literature has come to refer to rhymes, poetry, screen-based literature and
e-books in addition to the more traditional picture books (Maybin & Watson, 2009).
Currently, children’s literature might be best defined as any medium intended to
delight children.

Carter and Long (1991) maintain that literature is a valuable tool for
promoting language development. This is achieved in a number of ways. Firstly,
authentic literature intended for native speakers exposes second-language learners
to nuances of the language that they might otherwise not encounter (Collie &
Slater, 1987). Secondly, picture books in particular, can help to promote language
acquisition because the pictures help to increase comprehension according to Sheu
(2008). Tyrell (1997) also notes that because children’s books contain words and
pictures a‘child who has limited knowledge of English can follow the story through
the illustrations and then absorb as many of the words as possible’ (p. 53). Finaly,
in a classroom setting, teachers can provide scaffolding, which enables learners to
comprehend texts that are slightly above their current level thereby promoting a
steady improvement in language ability (Carter, 1996/2014).

In addition to directly promoting language development, literature for children
has the power to inspire students and to motivate them to want to read and to learn.
Laine (1997) maintains that ‘a story-teller can lead children to want to read the story
for themselves, to incorporate vocabulary and ideas into their own writing and to
develop more and more their own voice' (p. 66). Collie and Slater (1987) echo that
because literature has the power to engage a child’'s imagination, it makes learning
enjoyable and motivates studentsto learn.
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Using carefully selected literature for children in the classroom not only
improves the students' English, but enhances other skills as well. Literature can
stimulate the imagination and nurture the development of creative thinking skills.
Carter and Long (1991) point out that literature enables students to experience
unknown cultures, ideas and feelings. It thus fosters personal growth and better
prepares students to become successful citizens in our globalised society.

In the English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1-6) (Curriculum
Development Council [CDC], 2004), the Hong Kong Education Bureau recognises
the value of integrating literature into the teaching of English in Hong Kong primary
schools. The curriculum guide encourages schools to facilitate ‘the development of
a reading to learn culture’ thereby ‘helping learners acquire effective reading skills
and develop good reading habits through the use of language arts materials and texts,
incorporating a wide variety of text types to develop their critical thinking skills,
creativity and cultural awareness’ (p. 5).

However, the use of children’s literature to promote English language learning
is not limited to the classroom. Parents can greatly enhance their children’s English
by giving them as much exposure to English literature at home as possible. They can
read English books to their children or they can encourage their children to watch
videos of English books being read aloud on YouTube. Children can also watch
videos intended for children who are native speakers of English. Literature for
children can make learning English an enjoyable and productive part of children’'s
daily lives.
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A brief introduction of three main
strategieson | T Education in Hong Kong

Miss Shing

The three main strategies for Information Technology (IT) in Education in
Hong Kong will be mentioned are ‘ Information Technology for Learning in a New
Era: Five-year Strategy (Five-year Strategy)’ (Education and Manpower Bureau
[EMB], 1998); ‘Empowering Learning and Teaching with Information Technology’
(EMB, 2004) and ‘ Right Technology at the Right time for the Right Task’ (Education
Bureau [EDB], 2007). This article will discuss these strategies from the macro-
perspective and the micro-perspective.

Introduction of the three strategies

From the macro-perspective, it is observed that the three strategies aim at
promoting ‘E-Learning’ which ‘involves the application of computer technology
to enhance teaching and learning’ (EDB, 2009). In the first, ‘Five-year Strategy’,
there are four key components which represents the starting point of implementing
E-Learning in Hong Kong's IT Education. It suggests ‘Access and connectivity’
and mentions that ‘Ensuring schools, teachers and students have a sufficient level of
hardware and that they have more access to information and linkage is therefore a
prime component in this strategy’ (EMB, 1998, p.3).

Later on in 2004, there is the second strategy: ‘ Empowering Learning and
Teaching with Information Technology' (EMB, 2004). It has suggested that al the
‘stakeholders will use IT effectively as a tool for enhancing the effectiveness of
learning and teaching’ (EMB, 2004, p.19). There are seven goals in it, including
‘Empowering Learners with IT’, ‘Empowering Teachers with IT’, *Enhancing
School Leadership for the Knowledge Age’, ‘Enriching Digital Resources for
Learning’, ‘Improving IT Infrastructure and Pioneer Pedagogy’, ‘ Providing
Continuous Research and Development’ and ‘ Promoting Community-wide Support
and Community Building'.

The final strategy is ‘Right Technology at the Right time for the Right
Task’ which was announced by the EDB in 2007. Six actions[The six actions are
‘To provide a depositary of curriculum-based teaching modules with appropriate
digital resources’, ‘ To continue to sharpen teachers' IT pedagogical skills', ‘ To assist
schools to draw up and implement school-based IT education development’, ‘To
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enable schools to maintain effective IT facilities', ‘ To strengthen technical support
to schools and teachers’ and ‘ To raise parents’ information literacy and assist them
in guiding children to use IT a home' (EDB, 2009).] are proposed in the document
and it ‘focuses on the human factor, not the technical factor, for the successful
integration of IT into learning & teaching’ (EDB, 2008, p.1). In other words, the first
strategy heraldsthe start of IT teaching and learning, and the second strategy aims ‘ at
facilitating the learning and teaching of students and teachers, school |eadership and
the development of digital learning resources through the application of IT' (EDB,
2009). Considering the growth of IT Education, the last document emphasizes the
methods and the attitudes required when using IT in teaching and learning.

Form the micro-perspective, Information Literacy (IL) is one of the important
issues which cannot be ignored when implementing I T Education. In 2004, the EDB
proposed the second strategy and stated that clear learning targets are needed and
put terms in the first goal which is called ‘Empowering Learners with Information
Technology’. According to Kong (2008):

‘students not only need to master the knowledge that is necessary for
information processing, but they should also have the appropriate attitudes towards
information processing to develop the capacity for lifelong learning and to assume
greater autonomy over ...... their learning.’

The six actions are ‘To provide a depositary of curriculum-based teaching modules with appropriate
digital resources’, ‘To continue to sharpen teachers' IT pedagogical skills', ‘To assist schools to draw
up and implement school-based IT education development’, ‘ To enable schools to maintain effective IT
facilities', ‘ To strengthen technical support to schools and teachers' and ‘ To raise parents’ information
literacy and assist them in guiding children to use IT a home’ (EDB, 2009).



In fact, IL was first advocated by Paul Zurkowski in 1974 (cited in Tang,
2012). He suggested that people who are information literate could use their IT
knowledge and the IT resources to resolve their problems (Zurkowski, cited in Tang,
2012). The American Library Association (ALA) defined Information Literacy as “the
ability to recognise when information is needed and to locate, evaluate and use the
needed information effectively” (ALA, cited in Tang, 2012, p. 1).

It should be noted that IT does not equal IL. IT focuses on the academic
skills that a person needs to use computers to achieve their goals (Tang, 2012),
while IL is only one of the elements of IT. It ‘has broader implications for the
individual, the educational system and for the society’ (Tang, 2012, p.1). Referring
to the Framework, there are four main key tasks, including ‘reading to learn, project
learning, IT for interactive learning and moral and civic education (Kong, 2008;
EMB, 2005)’. Another four dimensions are ‘ cognitive, meta-cognitive, affective and
socia-cultural’. While ‘cognitive and meta-cognitive relate to the knowledge about
information processing, affective and social-cultural relate to the attitudes toward
information processing’ (EMB, 2005).

In short, this article briefly introduces some vital concepts in the three
strategies of IT Education in Hong Kong with the macro-perspective and the micro-
perspective. All of them play key roles in promoting e-Learning and Information
Literacy in Hong Kong.
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Teaching that Effectively Enhance
L anguage L earning

MissAu

Teaching could be frustrating sometimes, especially when your students |ook
uninterested. It is inevitable for some lessons of most subjects (language subjects
in particular) to be rather “boring” or “dull” to students. For example, sometimes in
English lessons students need to acquire certain vocabulary or certain grammatical
items, which could be not as fascinating as reading a story for most students. Thus, it
is almost a common practice now for teachers to better that specific kind of learning
by using multimedia (i.e. texts, pictures, videos, audios, animations, etc.) in their
lessons and their teaching and learning materials (Klimova, 2013; Susikaran, 2013;
Zhang, 2016). Teachers, however, can indeed take one step forward and polish up
this strategy.

Using multi-media in teaching and learning may not be good enough for the
active minds of the students. It needs to be used in an intriguing and engaging
fashion, especially when it is the first encounter of the target language for the
students (Patricia, 2006). Imagine you are invited to do food tasting, it is probably
true that a molecular gastronomy dish would get much more attention than any other
regular dishes that are made with more or less the same ingredients. This is because
the presentation matters. The same goes for teaching and learning at school. On top
of using multi-media, teachers can present the target knowledge in a captivating way.
While teaching the target language with multi-media, teachers can make good use
of the current trends among the youngster. For instance, when using PowerPoint to
teach vocabulary, teachers can merge Pokémon with simple animations to revise the
words with the students or invite them into aworld of new vocabulary. Even without
all those magical advanced IT tricks, teachers can still make the learning experiences
enjoyable and learner-friendly by teaching through communication (i.e. chatting,
talking about each other’s personal experiences) or by adding some mysterious and
challenging elements to spice things up (e.g. giving students a bunch of examples
and asking them to come up with the target grammatical rulesinstead of giving them
away right off the bet). In short, as proposed by McKeachie (2002), teachers need
to be a showman (apart from using multimedia in their lessons). That way, not only
can the students feel invited and welcomed (instead of frightened), they can aso be
intrigued and engaged, which in return helps them learn more effectively.




Another effective way to engage students in language learning deals with the
relevance and authenticity of what they learn (Educational Testing Service, 2009;
Gilmore, 2007; Gonzales 1990; Griffith University, n.d.; Peacock 1997). One can
hardly argue that most, if not all, children are all self-centered. They care about
things and pay attention usually only when they themselves are somehow involved
or when the things are either real, (asin literally present), tangible or close to them.
If someone asks you, a local Hongkonger, to study the palitics in Rwanda, an east
African country, would you be keen on studying it? Similarly, if someone asks you to
learn about some made-up creatures (as opposed to some real, prehistoric animals),
would you be interested? The answer to both questions would probably be a solid
“no”. This is because relevance and authenticity play an important role in learning.
Teachers can improve learners’ experiences by providing them with something
that is highly related to them and could be used in real life. For instance, when
teaching about food and drinks, teachers can show them real pictures of different
food and drinks that the learners are familiar with, or preferably that they like or
even love, such as Vita Peach Tea, Calbee Hot & Spicy Flavoured Potato Chips and
McDonald’'s Big Mac, instead of clip art or fake pictures; or when teaching daily
greetings, teachers can teach students several commonly used expressionsin English
Speaking countries like “how’s it going?’, “what’s up?’ and “what are you up to?’
that can be found in TV series or movies and shown to the students, rather than one
single standard “how are you?’ that can be found in most textbooks. Apart from
drawing students' attention and arousing their interest, this can even send them a
message that what they are learning is worthwhile since it is in their surroundings
and it is areal language. By showing the relevance and the real language, students
will be more engaged and more motivated to learn, which as a result can boost the
quality of their learning.

After opening a door welcoming our students to the target language, it all comes
down to the core of learning. A question often asked by students when they learn
English (or other compulsory subjects at school) is one that concerns the purpose of
learning. Some students may even find it pointless to learn it. It is only reasonable
for them to think so if the learning is completely out of context and if they do not
use the language outside class. The core purpose of language is to communicate.
When students learn vocabulary or grammar, or generally a language, they need to
understand that what they are learning is merely just a subject they must learn at
school, that it is something they can use in red life, and that there is a purpose for
them to learn. Think about what you have learnt in Maths lessons in your senior
years in high school. In real life have you ever used any trigonometric functions?
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What are the odds that you need to find the root of a number? The last time I used
any of those was probably when | was still in high school. | was never a fan of
Maths, nor was | good at it back then, probably because learning it seemed pointless
— | did sums (with minimal words and maximal numbers and symbols) printed on
the textbooks in every single lesson for at least 80% of my learning time. Thisis not
proving that learning Maths is pointless, but that providing a context and a purpose
for learning is crucial for learners to engage in and enjoy learning, which therefore
increases the effectiveness of their learning. Thisis similar to teaching and learning
alanguage. It is better to provide a context for them to understand how the language
is used to convey certain meanings and it is even better to conduct some learning
tasks or activities so that they can have a purpose to use and practice the language
right after the target language is presented (Chamot, 2004; Department of Education,
n.d.; Watts-taffe & Truscott, 2000). For example, when students learn future tense
in English, teachers may simply create a context that asks students what food they
will bring to the Christmas party for sharing at the very beginning. Then present the
target language (i.e. future tense). After that, invite them to ask their classmates what
they will bring. That not only would enable students to understand the importance
and the purpose of using the target language in a certain or relevant context even in
real life, but also to use it accordingly or, better yet, in the long run, to be eager to
master the target language, meaning that their learning would be more effective.

These are the three possible ways to improve students' learning. They may seem
similar as they are somewhat intertwined. Teachers, indeed, can always merge
severa techniques together to create a good learning atmosphere and experience. All
in al, new techniques keep emerging every single day and new ideas keep popping
up in the heads of teachers all over the world every single minute. Thus, what
teachers can do is to actually think about what suits their learners best and try their
best to ensure learners are receiving the best learning experiences alowed under all
sorts of circumstances.
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